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cals), as well as early clinical services such as first administra­
tion studies in healthy volunteers, repeated-dose and proof­
of-concept studies, metabolic profiling and identification, and 
many more. Pharmasafe has no own testing facilities but is 
working in cooperation with a selected panel of laboratories 
located in central-northern Europe, having worldwide recogni­
tions and performing in full compliance with the highest quality 
standards and requirements currently in force. 

Neurotune develops small molecules into potential drugs to 
treat neurological disorders including muscles pathologies. 
Neurotune's original R&D program focused on a clearly de­
fined proprietary novel drug target, the synaptic serine pro­
tease neurotrypsin. Neurotrypsin plays a major role in the 
pathogenic mechanism of age-related muscle atrophy Sar­
copenia. Sarcopenia is being recognized as an increasing 
cause of disability in the aging world population. Neurotune's 
other area of indications is the field of neuropathic pain (NP). 
NP results from direct damage to the nervous system fol­
lowing metabolic derangements , infections, injuries, toxins 
and certain medications , particularly antiviral and antican­
cer drugs. Currently available treatments for NP are either 
only moderately effective or associated with significant side­
effects that restrict their use, especially in the elderly popula­
tion, where sedative and cognitive adverse events are often 
intolerable . The enormous economic potential of novel drugs 
for the treatment of nervous system and muscle disorders 
lays the ground for a successful development of the com­
pany. Neurotune is committed to becoming a major player 
providing innovative treatments for neuromuscular and ner­
vous system disorders. 

Yourinterface, a company providing web communication ser­
vices, was founded by a group of academic researchers in 
2005 as a project based on the application of a scientific ap­
proach to communication. Companies and institutions assist­
ed in conceiving and implementing highly visible and effec­
tive online communication strategies include the United Na­
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Whirlpool 
Europe, SUPSI, the Locarno Film Festival, Lindt & SprQngli 
Italia, Banca Popolare di Sondrio (Suisse), BravoFly Group 
(European market leader for online travel bookings with more 
than 2 million subscribers and several web portals), the Swiss 
Italian Broadcasting Service (RTSI), Elmec Informatica sri, 
Y2K Communication Group and Universita Cattolica del Sac­
ro Cuore. Yourinterface is the online communicat ions partner 
of TECNOPOLO Luqano" and BSI Healthcapital. 

Enveve S.A. is an innovative ICT company whose core ex­
pertise was acquired and formulated in four years of R&D, 
resulting in a range of products dedicated to natural hazards 
detection and environmental monitoring. The company 's 
wireless sensor network provides tailored and low-cost solu­
tions in four main sectors : natural hazards detection , preci­
sion farming, pollution measurement, industry/infrastructure 
monitoring. The systems autonomously monitor the environ­
ment for pollution levels and hazard risks and perform a con­
tinuous fauna and flora health check. Remote areas can be 
monitored in real time, triggering , if required, a quick propa­
gation of alerts, as well as the forwarding of other useful in­
formation . 

ABIRK (Advanced Brokering in Innovations Research and 
Knowledge) offers consult ing, systems integration, R&D, in­
novation and technology transfer in all areas of ICT. It oper­
ates across different industrial fields, from telecommunica­
tions to freight , from logistics to agrofood, from biotech to 
pharmaceuticals, relying on a partnership agreement with 
laboratories specialized, among other things, in local and dis­
tributed diagnostic and prognostic (damage prediction), re­
mote control and diagnosis ' systems, systems integration and 
complex agents with the developing of middleware platforms, 
web services and wireless networks and technologies . 

Athon is an independent ICT consulting firm offering custom­
ized, reliable and future-proof ICT solutions that place special 
emphasis on the smooth and efficient exchange of informa­
tion and data. Its business applications or process optimiza­
tion services address customers ' requirements in such areas 
as enterprise resource planning, supply chain management , 
customer relationship management or knowledge manage­
ment. ICT infrastructure services encompass the assessment 
of specific needs as well as installation and service, irrespec­
tive of a system's actual complexity. Besides tradit ional out­
sourcing, Athon specializes in making specific ICT functions 
available as services, thus eliminating the need for costly in­
vestments outside the scope of firms' core activit ies (cloud 
computing). 

Corequest provides consulting and technical services to sup­
port scientific and fundamental research, as well as clinical 
testing and experiments . It carries out diagnostics (using, 
among other methods, genetic engineering), and devel­
ops and produces biotechnological substances , molecules , 
preparations for pharmaceutical and cosmetic use, as well 
as intermediate or finished products for distribution to phar­
maceutical , biotechnology, chemical and cosmetics firms or 
end-consumers . Other activities include the production and 
distribution of bioelectronic, scientific , analytical and other 
technical equipment. 

Iperboreal Pharma researches and develops life saving medi­
cines, hospital products and medical devices for the treatment 
of critical illnesses and diseases. Its most advanced project 
covers the treatment of end-stage renal disease (ESRD), a 
debilitating condition that carries significant implications for 
health care practitioners and their patients. The company has 
developed a new peritoneal dialysis solution which is current­
ly being tested in ESRD patients (Phase II clinical trial) . Other 
programs are focused on the formulat ion of a new crystalloid 
solution for the storage of blood components (platelets and 
red blood cells) and the treatment of diabetic ketoacidosis . 

The above illustrates how TECNOPOLO Luqano" has at­
tracted and supported young biotech and hi-tech firms , there­
by creating a small cluster, knowledge center and connecting 
platform between Northern Switzerland and neighboring Italy, 
as well as about 50 high-quality jobs . Technological progress 
drives on and competition remains keen, but the promoters' 
vision and commitment remain strong, especially as the fi­
nancial system may undergo further consolidation and re­
regulation. 

Targeting Growth Investments in Association with 
Top-Grade Researchers 

BSI Healthcapital is the biotech and healthcare advisory 
company of BSI and the Generali Group. It operates by iden­
tifying promising biotech investments and arranging finance 
in accordance with a principled and structured approach. 
The focus is on biopharmaceutical and medtech companies 
worldwide with proprietary compounds or technologies that 
have the potential to become new therapies. Targeted returns 
are three times or more of the principal investment within a 
time frame of five years, and the aim is generally to secure 
the life cycle of investment in a company, i.e. from the first 
investment to the exit in the range of three to five years. This 
activity requires the best possible support from scientists and 
researchers , which is available through a dedicated Scien­
tific Advisory Board. Its members have key current and past 
research responsibilities at institutions such as Ohio State 
University, Rush Medical College (Chicago), Jefferson Medi­
cal College (Philadelphia), the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (New York), National Institutes of Health NIH 
(Bethesda, Maryland, with 27 Institutes and Centers across 
the USA), Basel Institute for Immunology and University of 
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Basel. Portfolio companies thus far are Telormedix, hosted at 
TECNOPOLO Luqano" , Specialty European Pharma, Lon­
don and Globeimmune, located in Luisville, Colorado. 

BSI Healthcapital also delivers consulting services in the 
area of biotech to clients worldwide , and is currently leading 
the restructuring of the largest Italian biotech research center, 
located in Nerviano, on the outskirts of Milano, where more 
than 700 scientists are developing future-generation oncol­
ogy drugs. Similarly compelling projects are being carried out 
in Asia and in other parts of the world . 
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